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THE SHAMAN
AS HERO AND SPIRITUAL LEADER:
RICHARD ADAMS' MYTHMAKING IN
WATERSHIP DOWN AND SHARDIK
by Edgar L. Chapman
(1)
R ic h a rd  A d am s 's  S h a rd ik  i s  a  d em and ing  n o v e l  w h ich  ex ­
p lo r e s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w ays o f  r e s p o n d in g  to  t h e  e m erg en ce  o f  
t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  and m y th ic  i n t o  o r d i n a r y  e x i s t e n c e .  
A dam s's w ork  i n  g e n e r a l  seem s t o  b e  an  im a g in a t iv e  j u s t i f i ­
c a t i o n  and d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  i n t u i t i v e ,  th e  
m y s t i c a l ,  and  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n ta l  e x p e r ie n c e s  i n  a  t im e  o f  
p ra g m a tism  and s c i e n t i s m .  B o th  W a te rsh ip  Down and  S h a rd ik  
a r e  n o v e ls  w h ich  b o th  c r e a t e  m y ths and o f f e r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  m y th 's  e x i s t e n c e .
( 2)
A lth o u g h  my m ain  c o n c e rn  i s  S h a rd ik ,  I  s h a l l  o f f e r  
some b r i e f  com m ents on t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  m y th ic  and  num i­
n o u s  i n  W a te rsh ip  Down a s  a  k in d  o f  A e n e id ; o t h e r s  h a v e  
c a l l e d  th e  book  " m a g ic a l"  and  e x c i t i n g ;  a  g r e a t  many h a v e  
b e e n  l a v i s h  i n  t h e i r  p r a i s e .  On th e  o t h e r  h a n d , a t  l e a s t  
o n e  r e a d e r  h a s  e x p r e s s e d  d is a p p o in tm e n t  w i th  t h e  b o o k : i t s
im ag ery  i s  " t e c h n i c a l "  r a t h e r  th a n  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  h e  s a y s ;  i t  
i s  n o t  r e a l l y  m y th o p o e ic , b e in g  i n s t e a d  a  b e a s t  f a b l e ;  and  i n  
a  r e c e n t  com m ent, t h i s  r e a d e r  d i s m is s e s  t h e  them e o f  W ater-  
s h ip  Down c o n te m p tu o u s ly  a s  a  c o n f l i c t  o f  Good D em o cra ts  v s .  
a  Bad D i c t a t o r .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  b o o k  i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  i t s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n u m in o u s; i t  p r o v id e s  n o n e  o f  t h e  " jo y "  
w h ich  C .S . L ew is lo o k e d  f o r  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i t e r a t u r e . 1
W h ile  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  W a te rsh ip  Down may b e  a  
b i t  fu ls o m e , and  Adams may b e  o v e r p r a i s e d  a s  a  d e s c r i p t i v e  
w r i t e r ,  I  w ould  s u g g e s t  t h a t  we lo o k  a t  W a te rsh ip  a s  an  im­
p o r t a n t  bo o k  i n  i t s  own r i g h t ;  a s  a  p r e lu d e  t o  S h a r d ik ; and 
a s  a  r e v e a l i n g  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  w h at d i r e c t i o n  th e  w orks o f  
R ic h a rd  Adam s' im a g in a t io n  a r e  t a k i n g .
To d e s c r i b e  th e  them e o f  W a te rsh ip  Down a s  a  b a t t l e  
b e tw e e n  Good D em o cra ts  an d  a  Bad D i c t a t o r  a s  o n e  r e a d e r  h a s  
do n e  i s  t o  b e  s i m p l i s t i c .  Such a  r e d u c t i v e  fo rm u la  c o u ld  
p o s s i s i b l y  b e  o f f e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  w o rk s o f  C .S . L e w is , J .R .R .  
T o lk ie n ,  and C h a r le s  W il l ia m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s  
and  T h a t H id eo u s S t r e n g th . ( I n  f a c t ,  s u c h  com m ents h a v e  
b e e n  o f f e r e d  a b o u t  T o l k i e n 's  t r i l o g y  an d  L e w is 's  w o rk s  by 
h o s t i l e  c r i t i c s ,  a s  we a l l  p r o b a b ly  k n o w .)2 W h ile  A d am s 's  
book  d i f f e r s  c o n s id e r a b ly  fro m  t h e s e  a u t h o r s ,  i t  a c h ie v e s  a  
c o m p a ra b le  l e v e l  o f  d r a m a t ic  l i f e ,  an d  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t  
d w a rfe d  by  c o m p a r iso n . L ik e  L ew is an d  T o l k i e n 's  w o rk , t h e  
m ean ing  o f  W a te rsh ip  Down i s  m ore s u b t l e  th a n  f i r s t  a p p e a r ­
a n c e s  w ould  i n d i c a t e .
As I  r e a d  i t ,  W a te rsh ip  Down i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a b o u t  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  o f  i n t u i t i v e  an d  im a g in a t iv e  man i n  h i s  c o n f l i c t  
w i th  m odern  te c h n o lo g y  and  i n d u s t r i a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  th o s e  
r u l e d  by th e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r a i n  a s  o p p o se d  to  t h o s e  
r u l e d  by  t h e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r a i n . 3 The r a b b i t  e x i l e s  who 
fo rm  th e  w a r re n  on W a te r s h ip  Down s u c c e e d  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  
g u id e d  by  th e  v i s i o n s  o f  a  sham an , t h e  r a b b i t  F i v e r ,  and  b e ­
c a u s e  th e y  h a v e  a  l e a d e r ,  H a z e l ,  who n o t  o n ly  l i s t e n s  t o  t h e  
sham an and  b e l i e v e s  i n  h i s  i n s i g h t s ,  b u t  a l s o  knows an d  r e ­
s p e c t s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m y th s o f  R a b b i t  c u l t u r e . 4 B o th  t h e  
sham an and  th e  v i t a l  and  c o n s t a n t l y  ren ew ed  l i v i n g  m yths a r e  
n e c e s s a r y  to  s u s t a i n  a  l i v i n g  c u l t u r e ,  Adams seem s to  be  
s a y in g .
I t  w as F i v e r ' s  v i s i o n  w h ic h  i n s p i r e d  t h e  r a b b i t s  to  
l e a v e  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  w a r r e n ,  an d  w h ic h  p r o v id e s  them  w i th  
g u id a n c e  a lo n g  t h e  w ay . And t h e  t a l e s  o f  " E l - A h r a i r a h , "  th e  
r a b b i t  h e ro  and  r e d e e m e r ,  an d  h i s  c o n s t a n t  co m p an io n  R a b - 
s c u t t l e  c o n s t i t u t e  an  a r c h e t y p a l  h e r o  m yth— a  h e r o  w i th  a  
th o u s a n d  f a c e s  an d  w i l e s — w h ic h  i n s p i r e s  t h e  f u g i t i v e  r a b ­
b i t s . 5  The s t o r i e s  o f  " E l - A h r a i r a h "  i n c l u d e  a  c r e a t i o n  
s t o r y ,  v a r i o u s  t r i a l  s t o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  u n d e r ­
w o r ld ,  a n d  a  r e d e m p tio n  s t o r y ,  a l l  o f  w h ic h  h e l p  t o  c r e a t e  
c o u ra g e  and  c u n n in g  i n  t h e  r a b b i t s  who s e t t l e  on  W a te r s h ip  
Down.
T hus a  c u l t u r e  l e d  by  a n  i m a g in a t iv e  l e a d e r  who l i s t e n s  
t o  h i s  sh am an , an d  s u s t a i n e d  b y  a  v ig o r o u s  m yth  i s  m ore 
l i k e l y  to  s u r v i v e ,  Adams im p l ie s ,  th a n  a  c u l t u r e  o f  i n t e l l e c ­
t u a l  d e c a d e n c e  and  h o p e le s s  r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  f a t e  ( C o w s l ip 's  
w a r r e n ) .  And an  i n t u i t i v e  c u l t u r e  i s  a l s o  s u p e r i o r  to  a  
c u l t u r e  t r u s t i n g  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and m i l i t a r i s m  (W o u n d w o rt's  
c u l t u r e ) . The r e s u l t  o f  an  o v e r - r e l i a n c e  on  m i l i t a r i s m  i s  a  
k in d  o f  s o c i a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m ad n ess ( t h e  a t t e m p t  to  d e s ­
t r o y  o n e 's  own s p e c i e s  i f  i t  f a i l s  to  c o n fo rm  t o  o n e 's  o rg a n ­
i z a t i o n )  ; and  f i n a l l y  p e r s o n a l  m ad n ess ( s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  
com bat f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c o m b a t) .
T h is  them e h a s  o b v io u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  human 
r e a d e r s  o f  W a te rsh ip  Down. At a  t im e  when many t h i n k  t h a t  
man s t a n d s  a t  a  c r i s i s  o f  h i s  h i s t o r y  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  human 
s u r v i v a l  i t s e l f  i s  b e in g  r a i s e d .  Adams c l e a r l y  im p l i e s  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no h o p e  i n  d e c a d e n t  i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  t h a t  s t r e s s e s  
t h e  n e g a t i v e  and  h o p e le s s  n a t u r e  o f  m a n 's  p l i g h t ,  no m a t t e r  
how c l e a r l y  o r  e l e g a n t l y — a s  much c o n te m p o ra ry  w r i t i n g  and  
a r t  d o e s — ; n o r  i s  t h e r e  r e a l  h o p e  i n  t h o s e  who c o u n s e l  
to u g h n e s s  an d  f o r c e  a s  a n s w e rs  to  t h e  p ro b le m  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
o r  s o c i e t a l  s u r v i v a l  ( a l th o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a  p l a c e  f o r  p h y s i c a l  
s t r e n g t h  and  c o u r a g e ) .6
A d am s 's  c h o ic e  o f  a  r a b b i t  s o c i e t y  a s  a  m e ta p h o r  f o r  
human p ro b le m s  o f  s u r v i v a l  w o rk s e f f e c t i v e l y  to  embody h i s  
th e m e . N o th in g  seem s so  p o ig n a n t ly  s a t i r i c a l  a s  a  r a b b i t  
s o c i e t y  d e v o te d  t o  s e c r e c y  an d  m i l i t a r i s m ,  s i n c e  r a b b i t s  a r e  
h a r d l y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  c o u r a g e ,  w e l l  e q u ip p e d  f o r  a g g r e s s i o n .  
(N o th in g ,  t h a t  i s ,  e x c e p t  human s o c i e t i e s  w h ic h  a d o p t  su c h  
s t r a t e g i e s ) .  A g a in , n o th in g  seem s so  p o i g n a n t l y  p a t h e t i c  a s  
a  r a b b i t  s o c i e t y  e a t i n g  w e l l ,  b u t  w a i t i n g  p a t i e n t l y  f o r  t h e  
s l a u g h t e r ,  t r y i n g  t o  r e p r e s s  t h e  k n o w led g e  t h a t  t h e i r  l i f e  
i s  s h o r te n e d  an d  s u b j e c t  to  a n  i n e v i t a b l e  f a t e ;  y e t  d e s p i t e  
t h i s  a t t e m p t  a t  r e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e i r  e n t i r e  e x i s t e n c e  i s  p o i ­
so n e d  by  t h e  t r u t h .
On th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s i n c e  r a b b i t s  a r e  a  n o n - a g g r e s s i v e  
s p e c i e s  who r i s e  t o  h e r o is m  o n ly  on  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  th e y  
s e r v e  a d e q u a te ly  a s  an  im ag e  o f  human h e r o is m  w h ic h  m o st 
e n l ig h t e n e d  p e o p le  c a n  i d e n t i f y  w i t h .  S in c e  e n l i g h t e n e d  
m o d ern s ( f o r  t h e  m o st p a r t )  te n d  t o  d i s t r u s t  w a r r i o r s  and  
w a r r i o r  c u l t u r e s  ( j u s t i f i a b l y  I  w ou ld  s a y ) , we m ig h t b e  m ore 
u n e a s y  a b o u t  t h e  h e r o is m  o f  a  s o c i e t y  o f  w o lv e s  ( f o r  exam­
p l e ) . 7 A d am s 's  c h o ic e  o f  h e r o e s  h e r e  i s  c o m p a ra b le  t o  J .R .R  
T o l k i e n 's  u s e  o f  H o b b i ts  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  L o rd  o f  th e  R in g s :  
i n  F ro d o  and  Sam, T o lk ie n  c r e a t e d  h e r o e s  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  c a n  
i d e n t i f y  w i t h .  T o l k i e n 's  w a r r i o r s ,  h o w e v e r , h a v e  n o t  b e e n  
u n i v e r s a l l y  a d m ire d ;  th e y  h a v e  l e d  t o  t h e  c la im  t h a t  T o lk ie n
7
r o m a n tic iz e s  and g la m o r iz e s  w ar. Adams, a t  any r a t e ,  esca p es  
th a t  c h a r g e .8
In  a d d it io n  to  d ra m a tiz in g  th e  c e n t r a l  Im portance o f  
th e  sham an's v i s i o n s  and th e  l i f e  s u s ta in in g  m yths in  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  c u l t u r e ,  Adams h im s e lf  v e n tu r e s  b o ld ly  in to  an 
im age o f  numinous r e a l i t y  in  th e  c o n c lu s io n  to  W atereh ip  
Down. At h i s  d e a th , H azel i s  v i s i t e d  by E l-A h r a ir a h , who 
co n d u cts H azel to  th e  " o th er  w orld" o f  tr a n sc e n d e n c e . T h is  
i s  a moment w hich  c a n , I th in k , a ro u se  som eth in g  o f  th a t  
h a u n tin g  jo y  th a t  C .S . L ew is spoke o f  so  o f t e n .  In  u s in g  
an im a ls fo r  h i s  myth Adams d o es show h im s e lf  to  be an au th or  
o f  fa n ta s y  and m yth op oeic work; i f  K ip lin g  i s  a m ythopoeic  
w r i t e r ,  so  i s  Adams.
The q u e s t io n  h as been  r a is e d  w heth er W atereh ip  Down i s  
Indeed  a m yth op oeic  book a t  a l l .  The s p e c tr e  o f  B e a tr ix  
P o tte r  and h er  c a u t io n a r y  t a l e  o f  P e te r  R ab b it has been  
r a i s e d ,  presum ably b eca u se  b oth  have L ap ine c h a r a c te r s .  I t  
seem s to  me th a t  t h i s  i s  m erely  a red  h e r r in g  or  c o t t o n t a i l ,  
i f  you w i l l ,  r e p r e s e n t in g  an o b tu se  rea d er  r e s p o n s e . P e te r  
R a b b it i s  s im p ly  a s a t i r i c a l  f a b l e .  I t  d o e s n 't  c r e a t e  any 
kind  o f  m yth. But I  would o f f e r  th e  o p in io n  th a t  W atereh ip  
Down i s  c e r t a in ly  m yth op oeic in  i t s  p a ssa g e s  d e a l in g  w ith  
th e  r a b b it  redeem er. I  would go f u r th e r .  I  would a s s e r t  
th a t  i f  K ip l in g , who in  th e  J u n g le  Books b u i l t  a m ythology  
o f  a n im a ls , can b e  c o n s id e r e d  m y th o p o e ic , th en  R ichard  Adams 
in  W atereh ip  Down h as c e r t a in ly  w r i t te n  a m yth op oeic  b o o k .9
G e n e r a lly , h ow ever, Adams d oes n o t v e n tu r e  in to  v i s io n s  
o f  th e  w orld  o f  tr a n sc e n d e n c e , b u t r a th e r  shows how th e  world 
o f  tra n scen d en ce  b rea k s in to  and a f f e c t s  th e  w orld  o f  tim e  
and phenomenal e x p e r ie n c e . In  S h a rd ik , Adams d e v e lo p s  t h i s  
th e m a tic  id e a  much f a r th e r .  S h a rd ik  t r a c e s  th e  se q u en ce  o f  
e v e n ts  th a t  fo l lo w s  a new r e v e la t io n  o f  d iv in e  power in  th e  
human w orld ; i t  shows th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  r e v e la t io n  on many, 
and th e  way th e  immanent in c a r n a t io n  o f  th e  sa c red  w orld  i s  
m isu n d erstood  and abused; th e  n o v e l shows a k in d  o f  trium ph  
o f  th e  tr a n sc e n d e n ta l fo r c e  o v er  th o s e  who d e s tr o y  i t ;  and 
i t  shows how a s e r i e s  o f  m yth ic  e v e n ts  a r e  then  m em or ia lized  
in  myth; f i n a l l y ,  th e  n o v e l s u g g e s t s  th e  redeem ing s o c i a l  
and human v a lu e  o f  myth. The t a l e  b e a r s  a more com plex bur­
den o f  m eaning than  W atereh ip  Down. I  s h a l l  t r y  to  su g g e s t  
some o f  t h i s  m eaning.
(3)
As a s e t t i n g  fo r  S h a rd ik ,  Adams p r o j e c t s  an im agin ary  
em pire o f  B e k la , a p r im it iv e  human w orld  w ith o u t  h o r se s  and 
w ith o u t  w r i t in g ,  somewhat I s o la t e d ,  and c o n ta in in g  one m ajor 
n a tio n  and s e v e r a l  sm a lle r  se m i-in d e p e n d en t p r o v in c e s  and 
tow ns. T h is  w orld  i s  a r a th e r  s t a t i c  o n e , u n t i l  th e  p resen ce  
o f  th e  d iv in e  e r u p ts  in to  i t  a t  i t s  f r in g e  on th e  i s la n d  o f  
O r te lg a , in  th e  p erso n  o f  S h a rd ik , a huge b ea r  who ap p ears  
su d d e n ly . F u l f i l l i n g  O rte lg a n  m yths th a t  such  a b ear i s  
h o ly ,  S h ard ik  ap p ears to  b e  an o v erp o w er in g ly  h o ly  f ig u r e  to  
th e  h u n ter  who f i r s t  s e e s  him.
T h is i s  K e ld erek , a s im p le  man r e c e p t iv e  to  th e  d iv in e  
p r e s e n c e . H is n a iv e t e  and s i m p l i c i t y — a s w e l l  a s  h i s  n e c e s ­
sa r y  in n o c e n c e — a r e  s i g n i f i e d  by h i s  n icknam e, " p la y s -w ith -  
t h e -c h i ld r e n ."  Not o n ly  i s  K eld erek  a h u n te r , h ow ever, he  
i s  a p o t e n t ia l  shaman, though a s  y e t  u n reco g n ized  as such  by 
h i s  p e o p le , who r e c e iv e  p r a c t i c a l  le a d e r s h ip  from  t h e ir  
C h ie f ta in ,  th e  B aron, and in s t r u c t io n  in  m yths and h e a l in g  
from a fem ale  Shamanlc p r i e s t e s s ,  th e  T uglnda.
What i s  a shaman? In  W atereh ip  Down, he was one who 
saw v i s io n s  and f o r e t o ld  e v e n ts  by g o in g  in to  a m y st ic  
tr a n c e . (F iv e r ,  i t  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  was v i r t u a l l y  a non- 
com batant in  th e  c lim a x  betw een  W oundwort's f o r c e s  and Ha­
z e l ' s  w arren , b e c a u se  he had gone in to  one o f  h i s  d e e p e s t  
t r a n c e s ,  and was so  m o t io n le s s  th a t  th e  In v a d ers w ere su re  
th a t  he was d e a d .)  But I  would l i k e  to  d e f in e  shamanism  
more c l e a r l y ,  or a t  l e a s t  draw upon th e  in s ig h t s  o f  a g r e a t  
s c h o la r .  In  th e  s t r i c t  s e n s e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  M ircea E lia d e ,  
a shaman i s  a p r im it iv e  r e l i g i o u s  le a d e r  and m y st ic  who has 
m astered  a 'te c h n iq u e  o f  e c s t a s y ."  He may a l s o  be a h e a le r ,  
a "psychopom p," and he may a l s o  be a p r i e s t ,  m y s t ic ,  and 
p o e t . A tr u e  shaman has m astered  a c e r t a in  method o f  h e a l ­
in g  or  v i s i o n  or m agic; h e  i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i ly  an o rd in a ry  
m ed ic in e  man or  p r i e s t ;  he may e x h ib i t  a u n iqu e m astery  o f
some s p i r i t  or  m yth ic  a n im a l, and th e  e x e r c is e  o f  h i s  power 
i s  a s ig n  o f  h i s  c a l l i n g  o r  v o c a t io n .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  shaman­
ism  i s  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  nom adic t r i b e s  o f  N orth  A s ia  and 
C en ta l A s ia ,  bu t in  a w id er  s e n s e  th e  shaman ty p e  h as been  
found in  many c u l t u r e s ,  m ost n o ta b ly  among N orth  Am erican  
I n d ia n s .10
F in a l ly ,  i t  may b e  added th a t  th e  shaman p a r ta k e s  o f  
th e  m ost I n te n s e  and perh ap s th e  m ost p r im it iv e  and sp o n ta ­
neous k in d  o f  m y s t ic a l  e x p e r ie n c e  in  h i s  v i s io n a r y  t r a n c e s .  
K eld erek  makes th e  i n i t i a l  d is c o v e r y  o f  S h a rd ik , s e e in g  th e  
b ea r  fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e and b e l i e v in g  him to  be th e  in c a r ­
n a t io n  o f  th e  "power o f  God," w hose reap p ea ra n ce  had b een  
f o r e t o ld  by a n c ie n t  O rte lg a n  le g e n d . Not o n ly  d o es K eld erek  
d is c o v e r  S h ard ik  f i r s t ,  b u t he becom es th e  s p e c i a l  p r i e s t  
and shaman o f  S h a rd ik . The s t o r y  o f  K e ld e r e k 's  e x p e r ie n c e  
w ith  S h ard ik  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  r e v e la t io n s  and i n i t i a t i o n s  in t o  
th e  v a r io u s  p o s s ib le  r e la t io n s h ip s  betw een  man and h i s  v is io n  
o f  th e  p o te n c y  o f  th e  d i v i n e . 11
The b ea r  i s  d r iv e n  in t o  th e  O rte lg a n  c o u n tr y  a s  sa n c tu ­
ary  from  a g r e a t  f i r e ,  perhaps an omen o f  some m y th ic  e v e n t  
or s e r i e s  o f  e v e n t s .  For K eld erek  th e  b e a r ' s  com ing i s  an 
e v e n t  th a t  m a n if e s ts  th e  d iv in e  w i l l  e s p e c i a l ly  s in c e  Shar­
d ik  sa v e s  him from  a le o p a r d . But th e  o th e r  O r te lg a n s  r e a c t  
somewhat d i f f e r e n t l y .  The B aron, le a d e r  o f  th e  O r te lg a n s ,  
w ants no p a r t  e i t h e r  o f  b e a r s  o r  d iv in e  r e v e la t io n .  An ex­
c e p t io n a l ly  s t r o n g - w i l l e d  man who l i v e s  h i s  l i f e  on th e  
p la n e  o f  n a tu r a l r e a s o n , th e  Baron d e f e r s  th e  m a tte r  to  th e  
c u r r e n t  p r i e s t e s s ,  th e  T uglnda, in  th e  hope th a t  sh e  w i l l  do 
som eth ing  ab ou t K eld erek  and th e  Bear th a t  w i l l  r e s o lv e  th e  
problem  in  a fa s h io n  n o t  to o  em b arra ss in g  to  h im . To h i s  
d ism ay, how ever, th e  Tuglnda reg a rd s th e  Bear a s  a t r u e  mes­
se n g e r  from  God, and c o n c e iv e s  i t  t o  be th e  d u ty  o f  h er  and 
h er  p r i e s t e s s e s  to  c a r e  fo r  S h a rd ik . Only K eld erek  and th e  
p r i e s t e s s e s  who b e l i e v e  in  th e  m y stery  o f  S h a rd ik  d are  to  
r i s k  p e r so n a l in ju r y  in  c a r in g  f o r  th e  b e a r . They a r e  a b le  
to  approach  S h ard ik  and tou ch  him w ith o u t  s e r io u s  in ju r y .  
M e la th y s , th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  o f  th e  you n ger p r i e s t e s s e s  r e ­
s e n t s  th e  com ing o f  S h a rd ik . L ik e  th e  B aron, sh e  d o es n o t  
want h er  co m fo r ta b le  w orld  d is tu r b e d ;  m oreover , when sh e  
r e a l i z e s  sh e  w i l l  be fo r c e d  to  c a r e  fo r  th e  b e a r , sh e  f e a r s  
fo r  h er  l i f e .  L acking f a i t h  in  th e  m ystery  sh e  i s  supposed  
to  s e r v e ,  sh e  f l e e s  O r te lg a , n o t knowing th a t  o u t s id e  h er  
p r o v in c e , sh e  w i l l  b e  doomed to  an e x i l e  o f  h a rd sh ip  and 
p r o s t i t u t io n .
The Tuglnda a l s o  f e a r s  S h a r d ik 's  r e tu r n , b u t reg a rd s  
th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th e  d iv in e  b ea r  a s  h er  n e c e s sa r y  r e s p o n s i­
b i l i t y :
" . . . y e s ,  I  am a fr a id  to o ;  b u t a t  l e a s t  I can thank
God th a t  I have n ev er  f o r g o t t e n  th e  r e a l ,  th e  tr u e
work o f  th e  T u g in d a ~ to  be r e a d y , in  a l l  so b er
r e a l i t y  fo r  th e  r e tu r n  o f  S h a r d ik ." 12
U n lik e  th e  Baron, sh e  r e c o g n iz e s  th e  Im p e r a tiv e  o f  t r a n s ­
c e n d e n ta l r e v e la t io n ;  u n l ik e  M ela th y s , sh e  c o n s t a n t ly  lo o k s  
fo r  a f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  h er  p e o p le 's  m yths.
For th e  younger O r te lg a n s , th e  com ing o f  S h ard ik  s i g ­
n a ls  a new e r a  o f  m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s .  They overth row  th e  Bar­
on and h a l l  S h ard ik  a s  a sym bol o f  O rte lg a n  r e s u r g e n c e .  
A g a in s t  th e  w ish e s  o f  th e  T uglnda, th e y  c o n v in c e  K e ld erek  to  
ta k e  S h ard ik  on a war o f  l i b e r a t io n  a g a in s t  th e  em pire o f  
B e k la . Through a s e r i e s  o f  f o r t u i t o u s  in c id e n t s ,  w hich  
appear to  d em o n stra te  th e  d iv in e  power o f  S h a rd ik , th e  Or­
t e lg a n  army i s  v i c t o r io u s ;  th e  m ost im p ortan t e v e n t  in  w hich  
th e  b ea r  f ig u r e s  i s  h i s  k i l l i n g  o f  th e  B ek lan  g e n e r a l .  The 
f i r s t  p a r t  o f  th e  n o v e l ends w ith  th e  v i c t o r io u s  O r te lg a n s  
m arching toward th e  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  B eklan  em p ire , w h ich  th ey  
p ro p o se  to  con q u er.
The secon d  book o f  th e  n o v e l opens f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  
when th e  O rte lg a n  f o r c e s  r u le  th e  B eklan  em pire under th e  
nom inal le a d e r s h ip  o f  K eld erek  (now c a l l e d  C rendrlk ) who has 
been  e le v a t e d  to  th e  s t a t u s  o f  p r i e s t - k i n g .  S h ard ik  h as now 
become a n a t io n a l  to tem , a sym bol o f  th e  O rte lg a n  c o n q u e s t ,  
and a h a te d  sym bol o f  tyran ny to  th e  o th e r  p e o p le s  o f  th e  
em p ire .1 3  K e ld erek , se e m in g ly  unaware th a t  he i s  m erely  a 
f ig u r e h e a d , c a r e s  fo r  th e  b e a r , and s t i l l  m a in ta in s  h i s  mys­
t i c  rap p o rt w ith  th e  a n im a l. V aguely  d i s s a t i s f i e d  d e s p i t e
8
Che w id e sp re a d  acknow ledgm ent o f  S h a rd ik  a s  th e  power o f  God, 
K e ld e re k  lo n g s  f o r  some f u r t h e r  r e v e l a t i o n  from  S h a rd ik  t h a t  
w i l l  e x p la in  human e x i s te n c e .
At th e  same t im e , we l e a r n  t h a t  th e  O r te lg a n  r u l e  in  
th e  B ek lan  em p ire  i s  u n j u s t ,  and t h a t ,  w i th o u t much u n d e r­
s ta n d in g  o f  h i s  a c t ,  K e ld e re k  h a s  l e g a l i z e d  an a r c h a ic  s la v e  
t r a d e  th ro u g h o u t th e  em pire  to  m a in ta in  i t s  econom ic s t a b i ­
l i t y .  T h is  s e c t io n  o f  th e  n o v e l en d s w ith  th e  B ek lan  em pire  
f a l l i n g  in to  c i v i l  w ar, when E l l e r o t h ,  a  r e b e l l i o u s  p r is o n e r ,  
p e rfo rm s an a c t  o f  b lasphem y a t  a  cerem ony h o n o rin g  S h a rd ik : 
he h u r l s  a  l i v e  c o a l  i n to  th e  cag e  w here th e  b e a r  s l e e p s .  
T e r r i f i e d ,  th e  b e a r  b re a k s  lo o s e  from  h i s  c a p to r s  and goes 
on a t r a i l  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  th ro u g h  th e  c i t y ,  b e f o re  f l e e in g  
in to  th e  c o u n t r y s id e .
I t  i s  o b v io u s  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  th e  b e a r  a s  a  sym bol o f  
c o n q u e s t and O r te lg a n  suprem acy i s  an  ab u se  o f  th e  d iv in e .
By p e r m i t t in g  th e  m y th ic  b e a r  to  be used  in  t h i s  f a s h io n ,  
K e ld e re k  h a s  a llo w ed  th e  in c a r n a t io n  o f  th e  d iv in e  to  be 
a b u se d , and showed an  im p ro p e r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  i t .  B ut i t  
i s  h e r e  t h a t  Adams b e g in s  a  p e r c e p t iv e  t r e a tm e n t  o f  K e ld e re k 's  
f u r t h e r  i n i t i a t i o n s  i n t o  a  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  man’s  r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p  to  th e  h o ly .
(4 )
F orced  to  p u rsu e  S h a rd ik  i n t o  th e  h i l l s ,  K e ld e re k  em- 
b a rk d  on an e x h a u s tin g  jo u rn e y  o f  th e  s p i r i t .  The b e a r  
c r e a t e s  havoc among th e  a n im a ls  o f  th e  v i l l a g e s ,  and s u f f e r s  
from  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  b e c a u s e , K e ld e re k  r e a l i z e s ,  o f  K e ld e r e k 's  
f o l l i e s .  A lth o u g h  h i s  p u r s u i t  o f  th e  b e a r  seem s h o p e le s s ,  
he h a s  no c h o ic e ;  he h a s  become th e  " p r i s o n e r  o f  S h a r d ik ,"  
in  A dam s's w o r d s .14
In  a deep  h u m i l i a t io n  o f  s p i r i t ,  K e ld e re k  fo llo w s  S h a r­
d ik  to  th e  f r i g h t e n in g  r a v in e s  c a l l e d  th e  " S t r e e l s  o f  U rtah ."  
A f te r  S h a rd ik  em erg es, he  i s  lo o k ed  upon by th e  p e o p le  
d w e ll in g  th e r e a b o u ts  a s  a  b e in g  s e t  a p a r t ,  beyond th e  r e a c h  
o f  any m an 's  v en g e n c e , and d e s t in e d  to  fo llo w  a  s t r a n g e  f a t e  
and K e ld e re k  a l s o  assum es t h i s  s t a t u s .  L a te r  he  m ee ts  th e  
T u g in d a , th e  m o ther p r i e s t e s s  o f  O r te lg a  once m ore, and from  
h e r  l e a r n s  th e  " le g e n d  o f  th e  s t r e e l s , "  w hich  c l a r i f i e s  K el­
d e r e k 's  e x p e r ie n c e s .  The m y s te ry  o f  th e  s t r e e l s  i s  t h e i r  
r o l e  in  th e  " b r in g in g  o f  r e t r i b u t i o n  upon th e  w icked— th o s e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  f o r  whom su ch  r e t r i b u t i o n  h a s  been  o rd a in e d  by God." 15 
The s t r e e l s ,  r a v in e s  w hich  seem b o t to m le s s ,  a r e  com pared to  
th e  mouth o f  h e l l  by m any .16 Those who e n t e r  th e  s t r e e l s  
a r e  n e a r ly  a lw ay s k i l l e d  by th e  v i l l a g e r s  n e a rb y — i f  th e y  
d o n 't  go mad w an d erin g  in  th e  w ild e r n e s s  o f  th e  s t r e e l s .  
A dam s's im a g in a tio n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  p o w e rfu l when he d e s c r ib e s  
t h i s  la n d s c a p e  w hich  r e p r e s e n t s  one o f  th e  w a s te  p la c e s  o f  
th e  s p i r i t .
On r a r e  o c c a s io n s ,  how ever, a  f u g i t i v e ' s  l i f e  i s  sp a re d  
in  th e  s t r e e l s ,  and su ch  a p e rso n  i s  th o u g h t to  be d e s t in e d  
by God to  some s p e c i a l  a c t  o f  red em p tio n  o r  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e .  
K e ld e re k  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  th e  s t r e e l s  i s  a 
p un ishm en t f o r  h i s  s i n  o f  m isu s in g  S h a rd ik :  h i s  c r im e — a s
th e  T ug inda p u ts  i t — i s  " s u b je c t in g  th e  power o f  God to  th e  
power o f  m en ." 17 F e a r in g  t h a t  he now b e a r s  some f a t e f u l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  he  now ta k e s  on th e  T u g in d a 's  b u rd e n , t h a t  
o f  s e a rc h in g  f o r  S h a rd ik . ( I t  i s  a  b u rd en  h i s  own a c t io n s  
have fo rc e d  upon h im , a s  he r e a l i z e s . )
K e ld e r e k 's  w an d erin g s  b r in g  him in t o  c o n ta c t  w ith  E l­
l e r o t h ,  th e  r e b e l  who fom ented  th e  r e v o lu t io n  a g a in s t  S hard ik  
and K e ld e r e k 's  r u l e ,  and now a l e a d e r  o f  th e  army r e s t o r i n g  
o rd e r  to  th e  B eklan  w o r ld . Moved by h i s  own m y s te r io u s  p u r ­
p o s e s , E l l e r o t h ,  (now c a l l e d  T a-K o m in io n ), s p a r e s  K e ld e re k 's  
l i f e ,  b u t  e x i l e s  him to  th e  w a s te la n d  beyond th e  Vrako r iv e n  
S t i l l  p u r su in g  S h a rd ik , K e ld e re k  p a s s e s  from  h u m i l i a t io n  to  
d e s p a i r ,  and a t  l a s t  comes th e  c i t y  w ith o u t law  and w ith o u t 
h o p e , Z eray .
Z eray  i s  a c i t y  o f  o u tla w s  and o u tc a s t s  w here chaos 
r u l e s  m ost o f  th e  tim e , b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  a  c i t y  w ith o u t i l l u ­
s io n s .  Y et h e r e  K e ld e re k  r e d i s c o v e r s  hope and p u rp o se , f o r  
he m ee ts  th e  p r i e s t e s s ,  M e la th y s , who had f l e d  from  O r te lg a  
a t  th e  coming o f  S h a rd ik . A f te r  h a rd s h ip s  and p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  
M e la th y s had f a l l e n  u n d e r th e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  B aron , O r te l ­
g a 's  o n e - tim e  l e a d e r ,  who had by h i s  s t r e n g th  and l e a d e r s h ip  
e s ta b l i s h e d  a  modicum o f  o rd e r  in  Z e ray . Her e x p e r ie n c e s
and th e  B a ro n 's  s t r e n g t h  have  h e lp e d  h e r  to  r e d i s c o v e r  h e r  
human d i g n i t y ;  and sh e  h e lp s  K e ld e re k  s e e  t h a t  a  m easu re  o f  
human s e l f - r e s p e c t  can  be  m a in ta in e d  i n  th e  m ost d e p r e s s in g  
c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  B oth K e ld e re k  and th e  p r i e s t e s s  h av e  l o s t  
t h e i r  in n o c e n c e , a s  th e y  r e a l i z e ,  b u t  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
lo v e  b etw een  them  e x i s t s ,  and b e g in s  to  grow . But a  f i n a l  
i n i t i a t i o n  a w a i ts  K e ld e re k . H aving d is c o v e re d  g u i l t ,  hu­
m i l i a t i o n ,  d e s p a i r ,  th e  l o s s  o f  i l l u s i o n s  and h o p e , he s t i l l  
m ust c o n f ro n t  th e  w o rs t  im a g in a b le  in s ta n c e  o f  human e v i l .
He m eets  th e  w o rs t  e v i l  in  th e  n o v e l— th e  in h u m an ity  o f  
man— in  th e  s l a v e r ,  G enshed, i n t o  whose h an d s he f a l l s  on a 
jo u rn e y  b ack  to  O r te lg a .  G enshed i s  an  u n l ic e n s e d  s l a v e r  
who d e a l s  a lm o s t e n t i r e l y  i n  c h i ld r e n ;  b e l i e v in g  i n  n o th in g ,  
he makes c r u e l t y  and d e s t r u c t iv e n e s s  h i s  o n ly  am usem ents. 
Genshed u s u a l ly  c a s t r a t e s  h i s  boy s l a v e s ,  m u t i l a t e s  th e  g i r l s ,  
and d e l i g h t s  i n  s c h o o l in g  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  in  c r u e l t y .  Des­
t r o y in g  in n o c e n c e  i s  h i s  p e r s o n a l  v o c a t io n .  T h e re  i s  no r o ­
m a n tic  g lam or ab o u t t h i s  man, a s  t h e r e  so  o f te n  i s  in  m y th ic  
d e p ic t i o n s  o f  e v i l  ( a s  i n  Sauron  and S a ta n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ) .  
Genshed i s  w hat th e  s c r i p t u r e s  c a l l  a  "my s te r y  o f  i n i q u i t y "  
f o r  w hich  th e r e  i s  no n a t u r a l  o r  r e a s o n a b le  e x p l a n a t i o n .18 
P re s e r v in g  K e ld e re k  f o r  one o f  h i s  d ra b  and p o i n t l e s s  
c r u e l t i e s ,  Genshed a t  l a s t  m ee ts  S h a rd ik  who, worn and 
wounded from  h i s  many e n c o u n te r s  w ith  p u r s u e r s ,  d e s t ro y s  
Genshed in  a f i n a l  c l im a c t i c  e n c o u n te r .
S h a rd ik  to o  i s  k i l l e d  in  h i s  f i g h t  w ith  G enshed, y e t  
r e l e a s e s  G enshed' s s l a v e s ;  hen ce  K e ld e re k  s e e s  i n  S h a r d ik 's  
d e a th  th e  r e v e l a t i o n  he  had been  s e a rc h in g  f o r .  The b e a r  a t  
l a s t  r e c e iv e s  h i s  a p o th e o s is  by becom ing a  red eem er f i g u r e :  
S h a rd ik , th e  s a v io r  o f  c h i ld r e n .
B ut th e r e  h a s  a l s o  been  a p a t t e r n  to  K e ld e r e k 's  ex p e­
r i e n c e s .  M ircea  E lia d e  t e l l s  u s t h a t  sham ans undergo  a  v e ry  
c o m p lic a te d  s e r i e s  o f  i n i t i a t i o n s  when th e y  a r e  b e in g  
c le a n s e d  o f  th e  p ro fa n e  and becom ing co n firm ed  in  t h e i r  vo­
c a t i o n .  S om etim es, th e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  come in  a  lo n g  b o u t 
o f  p sy c h o so m atic  i l l n e s s ,  d u r in g  w hich  th e y  have  dream  
v i s io n s  o f  b e in g  t o r tu r e d  by e v i l  s p i r i t s ,  o f  d y in g , o f  
b e in g  d ism em bered , and th e n  b e in g  r e s u r r e c t e d .  The " fu n ­
d am e n ta l p a t t e r n  o f  a l l  i n i t i a t i o n s , "  s a y s  E lia d e  i s  l i v e d  
o u t i n  th e  sh a m an 's  d ream s: " f i r s t ,  t o r t u r e  a t  th e  hands o f
demons o r  s p i r i t s ,  who p la y  th e  r o l e  o f  m a s te rs  o f  i n i t i a ­
t i o n ;  second  r i t u a l  d e a th ,  e x p e r ie n c e d  by th e  p a t i e n t  a s  a 
d e s c e n t  to  H e l l  o r  an  a s c e n t  to  H eaven; t h i r d ,  r e s u r r e c t i o n s  
to  a  new mode o f  b e in g — th e  mode o f  'c o n s e c r a te d  m a n ,' 
t h a t  i s ,  a  man who can  p e r s o n a l ly  com m unicate w ith  g o d s, 
dem ons, and s p i r i t s . . . " 19 What sham ans o r d i n a r i l y  expe­
r i e n c e  in  t h e i r  s i c k n e s s e s  and d ream s, K e ld e re k  h as  ex­
p e r ie n c e d  on th e  p la n e  o f  human e x p e r ie n c e .  S pared  by d i ­
v in e  a c t i o n  in  th e  p e rso n  o f  S h a rd ik , he  h as been  sym bol- 
i c a l y  r e s u r r e c t e d  a s  a  " c o n s e c ra te d  m an."
A dam s's n o v e l c o n c lu d e s  w ith  S h a r d ik 's  l i f e  now t r a n s ­
form ed in to  a  myth o f  re d e m p tio n . K e ld e re k  and M ela thys 
p e r p e tu a te  th e  myth by becom ing th e  d e v o te e s  o f  S h a rd ik . 
K e ld e re k , now g o v e rn o r o f  Z e ray , a t te m p ts  to  redeem  i t s
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w a s te  an d  c h a o s  by  m aking  i t  a  r e f u g e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  K e ld e -  
r e k ' s  l i f e  now i s  d e v o te d  t o  th e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  in n o c e n c e  
and r e v e r e n c e  f o r  S h a r d ik ;  t h e  m yth o f  S h a rd ik  i s  h o n o red  by 
a n n u a l  r i t u a l s  a t  Z e ra y .
U nder th e  r u l e  o f  E l l e r o t h ,  th e  B e k la n  e m p ire  p r o s p e r s ,  
and a t t e m p ts  to  e s t a b l i s h  t r a d e  w i th  i t s  d i s t a n t  n e ig h b o r s .
In  th e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  n o v e l ,  an  e m is s a ry  from  a  d i s ­
t a n t  la n d  comes to  v i s i t  Z e ra y , and d e s p i t e  b e in g  a  s o p h is ­
t i c a t e d  s c e p t i c ,  h e  a f f i r m s  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  C u l t  o f  
S h a r d ik .  Thus K e ld e r e k 's  l i f e  w i th  S h a rd ik  h a s  a  s e r i e s  o f  
i n i t i a t i o n s  i n t o  th e  f a l s e  u se  o r  a b u se  o f  th e  d iv in e  and th e  
t r u e  v a lu e  o f  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  th e  d i v i n e .  Though 
K e ld e re k  i s  a  s o l i t a r y  s p i r i t u a l  s e e k e r ,  i t  i s  e a s y  enough 
t o  s e e  a n a lo g ie s  b e tw een  h i s  l i f e  and th e  h i s t o r y  o f  many 
m a jo r r e l i g i o n s ,  l i k e  Ju d a ism  and C h r i s t i a n i t y .
(5 )
S h a r d ik  i s  a  m ore g rim  and  som bre n o v e l  th a n  W a te rsh ip  
Down,  and  u n d o u b ta b ly  w i l l  n e v e r  be  a s  p o p u la r  w i th  th e  
g e n e r a l  r e a d e r . 20 In  some w ay s, i t  i s  a  m ore i r r i t a t i n g  
b o o k , and  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a s  " p l e a s a n t "  i n  i t s  e f f e c t .
B ut l i k e  W a te rsh ip  Down, S h a r d ik  a s s e r t s  th e  im p o rta n c e  f o r  
l i f e  o f  p o w e r fu l ly  f e l t  r e l i g i o u s  m yth .
I f  S h a r d ik  i s  an  a l l e g o r y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  e d u c a t io n ,  i t  
d i f f e r s  c o n s id e r a b ly  from  P ilg r im 's  P ro g re ss . P ilg r im 's  
P ro g re ss  d e s c r ib e s  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  to  m a in ta in in g  r e l i g i o u s  
f a i t h ;  S h a r d ik , h o w ev er, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  we ca n  a b u se  and 
m isu se  o u r  im age o f  God, ev en  when we t h in k  we a r e  h o n o r in g  
i t .  A p a r a l l e l  c o n t r a s t  m ig h t b e  draw n w i th  C .S . L e w is 's  
T i l l  We H ave F a c e s . I n  t h a t  n o v e l  O r u a l 's  human je a lo u s y  
c a u s e s  h e r  to  r e s e n t  and r e j e c t  th e  i n t r u s i o n  o f  th e  d iv in e  
and t r a n s c e n d e n t  w o rld  i n t o  h e r  l i f e .  I n  S h a r d ik , t h e  p r e ­
s e n c e  o f  th e  d iv in e  i s  a c c e p te d ,  b u t  th e n  p e r v e r te d  i n t o  th e  
m eans f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  human ty r a n n y .  I n  f a c t ,  K e ld e r e k 's  
n a iv e  re s p o n s e  to  S h a r d i k 's  com ing i s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  n e a r ly  
a l l  th e  e v i l s  he  m ust l a t e r  c o n f r o n t .
A l l  o f  K e ld e r e k 's  a d v e n tu r e s  w i th  S h a rd ik  a r e  o f  c o u r s e  
open to  o th e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  I n  th e  w o rld  o f  B e k la  e v e ry  
s p i r i t u a l  and m y th ic  e v e n t  i s  am b ig u o u s, a s  i n  o u r  w o r ld ;  to  
th e  s c e p t i c ,  e v e r y th in g  t h a t  h a p p en s  o f  m y th ic  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
may be  a c c i d e n t a l .  B ut to  th e  eye  o f  th e  i n t u i t i v e  and 
i n i t i a t e d ,  " s u p e r s t i t i o n  and  a c c id e n t  m a n if e s t  th e  w i l l  o f  
G o d ,"— to  q u o te  th e  e p ig r a p h  t h a t  R ic h a rd  Adams b o rro w s from  
C.G. Ju n g .
T h ere  i s  a l s o  so m e th in g  f a t e f u l l y  am biguous a b o u t th e  
way man r e sp o n d s  to  and u s e s  th e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  th e  d iv in e  
in  t h i s  w o r ld . He may p e r v e r t  th e  d iv in e  r e v e l a t i o n  i n t o  an  
e x c u se  f o r  a  c r u s a d e  o r  h o ly  w a r , and th u s  ad v an ce  th e  c a u se  
o f  d e s t r u c t i o n  r a t h e r  th a n  th e  c a u s e  o f  l i f e .
Y et R ic h a rd  Adams, i n  c r e a t i n g  th e  m yth o f  S h a rd ik ,  
makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d iv in e  r e v e l a t i o n ,  an  i n ­
t r u s i o n  o f  tr a n s c e n d e n c e  i n t o  th e  w o rld  o f  t im e . I n  b o th  
W a te rsh ip  Down and  S h a r d ik , Adams d e s c r ib e s  th e  pow er o f  
sp o n ta n e o u s  r e l i g i o u s  e x p e r ie n c e  i n  t h e  v i s i o n s  o f  th e  
sham an. He a l s o  a t t e m p ts  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  im p o rta n c e  and 
l a s t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  m yth i n  human l i f e .  A f te r  
a l l ,  K e ld e r e k 's  w ork i n  h o n o r in g  t h e  memory o f  S h a rd ik  and 
r e - c la im in g  th e  c i t y  o f  C h ao s, Z e ra y , may l a s t  lo n g e r  th a n  
w hat th e  b e s t  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  B aron— th e  s t r o n g  n a t u r a l  man—  
c o u ld  p ro d u c e . Thus r e l i g i o u s  m yth n o t  o n ly  g iv e s  m eaning  
to  K e ld e r e k 's  l i f e ,  b u t  a s s u r e s  a  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  s o c i a l  
p u rp o se .
N e v e r th e le s s ,  we m ust r e c a l l  t h a t  K e ld e r e k 's  b e t t e r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  S h a rd ik  came a f t e r  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t ,  
d e s p a i r ,  and h i s  m e e tin g  w i th  G enshed . H ence , A dam s's 
w ork im p l ie s  t h a t  th e  b e s t  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  d iv in e  comes to  
u s o u t  o f  th o s e  r e l i g i o u s  m yths sh a p ed  by o u r  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  s u f f e r i n g .  As th e  h i s t o r i a n  o f  r e l i g i o n s ,  M ircea  
E l ia d e  m ig h t s u g g e s t ,  o u r  p e r c e p t io n  o f  t h e  r e a l  n a t u r e  o f  
th e  s a c r e d  and th e  h o ly  comes a f t e r  we hav e  b een  c o n f ro n te d  
w ith  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  w o r s t  o f f e r e d  by th e  p ro fa n e  
w o r ld , and u n d e rs to o d  th e  d iv in e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  m akes m eaning 
o f  a l l  e x i s te n c e .2 1
F o o tn o te s
1T h is  v iew  o f  W a te rsh ip  Down was e x p re s s e d  i n  M y th p r in t 
( J u n e ,  1975) in  a  b r i e f  a r t i c l e  by  G eorge C o lv in ,  "W a te rs h ip :  
Up o r  Down??" p p . 1 1 -1 2 . C o lv in 's  rem ark s  o c c a s io n e d  a  p a i r  
o f  r e p l i e s  i n  M y th p r in t ( J u l y ,  1975) by Jim  C a r le to n  ( 9 - 1 0 ) ,  
and by L ee S p e th  ( 1 0 ) ,  b o th  o f  w h ich  to o k  Mr. C o lv in  to  t a s k  
f o r  some m is - s t a t e m e n t s .  N e i th e r ,  h o w ev er, ex p o sed  th e  
s h a l lo w n e s s  o f  Mr. C o lv in 's  r e a d in g  o f  W a te rsh ip  Down. The 
u p sh o t was t h a t  Mr. C o lv in  o f f e r e d  a  smug r e j o i n d e r  w hich  
f u r t h e r  c o n fu se d  th e  i s s u e s .  He p r e te n d e d  t h a t  Mr. S p e th  
had  a t t a c k e d  him  p e r s o n a l l y ,  a l th o u g h  th e  e v id e n c e  f o r  t h i s  
c la im  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  th e  o r i g i n a l  s ta te m e n t  by Mr. S p e th , 
a s i d e  from  a  c o u p le  o f  s a t i r i c a l  v e r b s .  C o l v i n 's  to n e  i n  
th e  r e p l y  assum es v i c t o r y ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  h i s  c r i t i c s  a l ­
low ed him  to  d e f in e  g e n re  and them e o f  th e  n o v e l  (g e n re :  
b e a s t  f a b l e ;  them e; good d e m o c ra ts  a g a i n s t  bad  d i c t a t o r ,  o r  
m ore c r u d e ly ,  Good v s .  E v i l ) .  Then C o lv in  o b f u s c a te s  m at­
t e r s  f u r t h e r  w ith  a  r a m b lin g  arg u m en t a b o u t th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  
M y thopoe ic  S o c ie ty .
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A f u l l  re v ie w  o f  n e g a t iv e  c r i t i c s  o f  L e w is , T o lk ie n ,  
and  W illia m s  w ould b e  le n g th y  and  f r u i t l e s s .  On th e  l i s t  
w ould  b e  K a th le e n  N o t t ,  R oger S a l e ,  W illia m  Y ork T in d a l l ,  
P h i l i p  T oynbee, and num erous o t h e r s ,  p e rh a p s  a  l i t t l e  l e s s  
known. A r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  n e g a t iv e  v iew  o f  T o lk ie n  and W il­
l ia m s  can  b e  found  in  B r ia n  A l d l s s 's  The B i l l i o n  Y ea r S p re e  
(D oub leday  and C o .,  New Y ork , 1973; r e p r i n t e d  Schocken Books, 
1 9 7 4 ) , a  book w h ich  a t te m p ts  a  c r i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n  (n o t  v e ry  s u c e s s f u l l y ,  I  w ould  s a y ) .  A ld i s s  re d u c e s  
L ew is to  s i m p l i s t i c  fo rm u la s  on p a g e s  1 9 6 -2 0 1 ; and t r e a t s  
T o lk ie n  i n  a  s i m p l i s t i c  f a s h io n  2 6 5 -2 6 9 .
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The c o n f l i c t  b e tw een  th e  i n t u i t i v e  man and th e  man o f  
r e a s o n ,  o r  " t e c h n o lo g ic a l  man" a s  we know him  i n  t h e  tw en­
t i e t h  c e n tu r y ,  i s  a s  o ld  a s  th e  E n g lis h  R om antic  Movement 
(1 7 9 8 -1 8 3 2 ) , and  f i g u r e s  i n  much n i n e t e e n th  c e n tu r y  l i t e r a ­
t u r e .  The r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  two s i d e s  o f  th e  b r a i n  a l l u d e s  
to  th e  f a c t  t h a t  m odern r e s e a r c h  i n  p sy c h o lo g y  seem s to  
h av e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  th e  r e a s o n in g  pow ers a r e  l o c a t e d  in  
th e  l e f t  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r a i n ,  w h i le  th e  im a g in a t iv e  pow ers a r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  th e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  th e  b r a i n .  T h is  was p o in te d  
o u t by K a th ry n  L in d sk o o g , a  C .S . L ew is s c h o l a r ,  in  a 
p a p e r  e n t i t l e d  "An E x p l i c a t i o n  o f  Two Poems by C .S . L ew is" 
a t  M ythcon V I, C la re m o n t, C a l i f o r n i a ,  A ugust 1 5 -1 8 , 1975.
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The s u b j e c t  o f  sham ans and  sham anism  i s  a  good d e a l  
m ore v a s t  th a n  I  am a b le  to  d i s c u s s  h e r e .  Some o f  th e  
w r i t in g  on S h a r d ik  t h a t  f o l lo w s  may h e lp  how ev er. The 
Shaman, n o t  much s tu d i e d  by a n th r o p o l o g i s t s  and  h i s t o r i a n s  
o f  r e l i g i o n  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  th e  tw e n t i e th  c e n tu r y ,  i s  a  r e ­
l i g i o u s  v i s i o n a r y  i n  a  p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e ,  u s u a l ly  an  o r a l  
c u l t u r e  l i v i n g  c lo s e  to  n a t u r e .  The Shaman u s u a l ly  h as 
c o n s id e r a b le  p o w e rs , som etim es i n c lu d in g  h e a l in g  o r  a t h l e t i c  
f e a t s ,  and h e  i s  u s u a l ly  d e f in e d  by h i s  a b i l i t y  to  p ro p h e sy  
by m eans o f  an  e c s t a t i c  t r a n c e .  T h is  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  
t a l e n t  o f  F iv e r  i n  W a te rsh ip  Down. Ted H ughes, a  contem po­
r a r y  p o e t ,  d i s c u s s e s  sham anism  in  F lig h ts ,  e d . by D avid  
Adams L eem ing, (New Y ork: H a rc o u r t  B race  Jo v a n o v ic h , 1 9 7 4 ) ,
1 3 -1 6 . A m ore a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and e x h a u s t iv e  s tu d y  i s  M ircea  
E l i a d e ,  Sham anism : A rc h a ic  T e c h n iq u e s  o f  E c s ta s y  ( P r in c e to n
N . J . : P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) , a  book som etim es
h e l p f u l  to  me in  w r i t i n g  t h i s  p a p e r .
5The " h e ro  w ith  a  th o u sa n d  f a c e s "  i s  th e  a r c h e ty p e  o f  
th e  h e ro - re d e e m e r  in  a  c u l t u r e ' s  m y th s , a s  d e s c r ib e d  by 
Jo s e p h  C am p b e ll: The H ero w ith  a  T housand  F a ces  (New Y ork:
B o l l in g e n  F o u n d a tio n , 1949; r e p r i n t e d ,  M e rid ia n  B ooks, 1 9 6 0 ).
A c o l le a g u e  o f  m ine s p e c u la te d  t h a t  R ic h a rd  Adams had  re a d  
th e  book  b e f o r e  w r i t i n g  W a te rsh ip  Down.
6
Sam uel B e c k e t t  and a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r  co n tem p o ra ry  w r i t e r s  
in c lu d in g  p e rh a p s  D onald B a rth e lm e , W illia m  B u rro u g h s , and 
K u rt V on n eg u t, e x p r e s s  i n  t h e i r  w r i t in g  a  r a d i c a l  n e g a t iv is m  
and a  b le a k  n i h i l i s m  a b o u t th e  human c o n d i t i o n .  W hile  t h e i r  
w ork i s  o f t e n  b r i l l i a n t  i n  s t y l e ,  and o f t e n  a c c u r a te  i n  de­
p i c t i n g  th e  h o r r o r s  o f  o u r  s e c u l a r  and m o ra l ly  c h a o t i c  s o c i ­
e t y ,  and ev en  a c c u r a t e  a t  t im e s  in  d e s c r ib in g  t r a g i c a l l y
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a b s u rd  e v e n t s  t h a t  seem  to  show some s o r t  o f  co sm ic  i n j u s ­
t i c e ,  t h e i r  w ork seem s t o  o f f e r  o n ly  a  c o u n s e l  o f  r e s ig n e d  
d e s p a i r .
7 I r e f e r  h e r e  to  th e  w id e s p re a d  r e v u l s i o n  a g a i n s t  v io ­
le n c e  i n  an y  fo rm , o t h e r  th a n  a  c r i t i c i s m  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  in  
th e  a r t s ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  i n  s o c i a l  and  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e ­
l a t i o n s .  Even v io l e n c e  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  i n n o c e n t ,  and 
a g a i n s t  th o s e  who h a v e  shown t h a t  th e y  f e e l  c o n te m p t f o r  
hum ans, p ro v o k e s  an  o u tc r y  from  some l i b e r a l  h u m a n i ta r ia n s ,  
who a l s o  d e p lo r e  h u n t in g  i n  a l l  fo rm s , d e s p i t e  a  p r o p e n s i ty  
t o  e a t  b e e f ,  p o r k ,  and  p o u l t r y  r e g u l a r l y .  A l a r g e r  p a r t  
o f  th e  p u b l i c  seem s t o  d e p lo r e  v io l e n c e  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  b u t  to  
be  f a s c i n a t e d  w i th  i t  i n  m o tio n  p i c t u r e s  and  t e l e v i s i o n  shows, 
e s p e c i a l l y  when i t  i s  m e r e t r i c i o u s l y  g la m o r iz e d .  W h ile  I  
d e p lo r e  v i o l e n c e ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  a n  i l l u s i o n  to  b e ­
l i e v e  t h a t  we c a n  l i v e  i n  a  w o r ld  w i th o u t  i t  (w i th o u t  a  
d r a s t i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  man and  th e  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ich  
h e  l i v e s ) ;  and a s  i t  i s  a  p a r t  o f  r e a l i t y ,  i t  c a n  b e  a  p a r t  
o f  a r t .  I  m y se lf  c o u ld  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f y  w i th  a  s p e c i e s  m ore 
c a p a b le  o f  k i l l i n g  th a n  r a b b i t s ,  b u t  I  d o u b t t h a t  A dam s's 
bo o k  w ou ld  h a v e  r e c e iv e d  su c h  w id e s p re a d  a c c la im ,  and  p e r ­
h a p s  w ould  h a v e  b e e n  l e s s  i n t e r e s t i n g  i f  h e  h ad  u se d  a  m ore 
a g g r e s s iv e  s p e c i e s .
8
The c la im  t h a t  T o lk ie n  g la m o r iz e s  w ar i s  an  e a s y  and 
o b v io u s  o n e , e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  he  t r e a t s  w ar i n  th e  t r a d i t i o n ­
a l  e p i c  f a s h i o n .  C u r io u s ly ,  h o w e v e r, i t  o c c u r s  m ore o f t e n  
i n  o r a l  s t a te m e n ts  th a n  in  p r i n t .  T h is  may b e  so  b e c a u s e  
some o f  th o s e  who a r e  n e g a t i v e l y  d i s p o s e d  to w a rd  T o lk ie n ,  
l i k e  L in  C a r t e r  i n  Im a g in a ry  W o rld s (New Y ork : B a l l a n t i n e
B ooks, 1973) a r e  in  no p o s i t i o n  to  make th e  c h a r g e ,  s i n c e  
i t  c a n  b e  so  e a s i l y  tu r n e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  own b o o k s , n o t  to  
m e n tio n  some o f  th e  a u th o r s  th e y  ch am p io n , l i k e  E d g ar R ic e  
B u rro u g h s , o r  R o b e r t  E. H ow ard. H ow ever, su c h  w a r r i o r s  a s  
A ra g o rn  and Eomer do op en  T o lk ie n  to  t h i s  l i n e  o f  a t t a c k ,  
d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  San and  F r o d o 's  c u n n in g ,  e n d u r ­
a n c e ,  and  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  w h ich  d e s t r o y  S au ro n  i n  t h e  r i n g  
w a r . Adams, h o w ev er, i s  l e s s  op en  to  t h e  c h a r g e ;  h i s  
r a b b i t s  m a in ly  w in  by c o u r a g e ,  g u i l e ,  and  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s .
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In  some o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  i n  th e  J u n g le  B o o ks3 a  human 
b e in g ,  M ow gli, i s  a t  th e  c e n t e r ,  a l th o u g h  he  r e a l l y  h a s  no 
c o n c e p t io n  o f  w h a t human l i f e  i s .  O th e r s  how ever hav e  
a n im a l p r o t a g o n i s t s ,  and  th e y  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  m y th o p o e ic .
Some b e a s t  s t o r i e s  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  m y th o p o e ic , a l th o u g h  
T o lk ie n  i n  h i s  e s s a y  o f  f a i r y  t a l e s  c o n s id e re d  them  n o t  to  
be  f a i r y  t a l e s ,  and  h e n c e  by i m p l i c a t i o n  n o t  m y th o p o e ic . 
C h a u c e r ’ s  N u n ’s  P r i e s t 's  T a le  a b o u t C h a n t i c l e e r  and  R eynard  
c e r t a i n l y  seem s to  me to  be  m y th o p o e ic . The f a c t  th a n  many 
b e a s t  f a b l e s  a r e  m e re ly  s a t i r i c  d o es  n o t  e x c lu d e  th e  p o s ­
s i b i l i t y  t h a t  some may g r i p  th e  im a g in a t io n  a s  m y th s . O nly 
a  p e d a n t w ould  a rg u e  o th e r w is e .
10M irc e a  E l i a d e ,  Sham anism : A r c h a ic  T e c h n iq u e s  o f  
E c ta s y 3 T r a n s l a t e d  by W i l la r d  R. T ra s k  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  N . J . :  
P r in c e to n  U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 964 ; o r i g i n a l l y  p u b l i s h e d  in  
P a r i s ,  1 9 5 1 ) , p a g e s  3 -8 .
110n i n i t i a t i o n  e x p e r ie n c e s  f o r  sh a m an s, much o f  
E l i a d e 's  Sham anism  i s  v a l u a b l e .  S ee  e s p e c i a l l y  p a g e s  3 3 -6 6 ; 
and 1 1 0 -1 3 9 . Shamans f r e q u e n t l y  e n c o u n te r  an  a n im a l w hich  
c o n ta in s  th e  d iv in e  pow er o r  i s  s e m i- d iv in e  i t s e l f .  E l i a d e  
s a y s  (p a g e  67 o f  Sham anism ) t h a t  "o n e  o f  th e  com m onest fo rm s 
o f  th e  f u t u r e  sh a m a n 's  e l e c t i o n  i s  h i s  e n c o u n te r in g  a  d iv in e  
o r  s e m i- d iv in e  b e in g ,  who a p p e a r s  to  h im  th ro u g h  a  d ream , a 
s i c k n e s s ,  o r  some o t h e r  c i r c u m s ta n c e ,  t e l l s  him  h e  h a s  b e e n  
'c h o s e n , ' and  i n c i t e s  him  th e n c e f o r th  to  f o l lo w  a  new r u l e  
o f  l i f e . "  Of c o u r s e ,  d iv in e  a n im a ls  a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  to  
s t o r i e s  d e a l in g  w i th  p r i m i t i v e  p e o p le s ;  th e y  a r e  a  m a jo r  
e le m e n t i n  much m y th o p o e ic  f i c t i o n .  E xam ples i n c lu d e  C .S . 
L e w is 's  A s la n , i n  th e  N a rn ia  s e r i e s  and  th e  s a n c t i f i e d  b e a r ,  
Mr. B u l t i t u d e , in  T h a t H id eo u s S tr e n g th ;  t h e  a l b a t r o s s  in  
C o l e r i d g e 's  "Rime o f  th e  A n c ie n t  M a r in e r " ;  M oby-D ick, th e  
w hale, i n  M e l v i l l e ' s  n o v e l ;  and th e  b e a r  i n  F a u l k n e r 's  
n o v e l l e t t e ,  The B ea r.
12R ic h a rd  Adams, S h a r d ik  (New Y ork : Simon and S c h u s te r ,
1 9 7 4 ) , p .  73.
13A to te m  i s  a  r e l i g i o u s  sym bol w h ich  i s  e x c l u s i v e  r a ­
t h e r  th a n  u n i v e r s a l  o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  in  c h a r a c t e r ;  i t  may 
d e n o te  th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  a  c l a n ,  a  f a m i ly ,  a  t r i b e ,  o r  a  n a t i c n .
K e ld e re k ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a n ts  to  make S h a r d ik  a  u n i v e r s a l  f i g ­
u r e ;  b u t  t h i s  c a n n o t  be  a c c o m p lis h e d  by f o r c e .
14The id e a  t h a t  man c a n  b e  e n s la v e d ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  a 
t im e ,  r a t h e r  th a n  l i b e r a t e d  by h i s  c o n c e p t o f  God i s  a  them e 
a s  o ld  a s  t h e  H ebrew p r o p h e t s .  A m odern d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  
i d e a  may b e  fo u n d  i n  N ic h o la s  B e rd y a e v , S la v e r y  a n d  F reedom  
(New Y ork : C h a r le s  S c r i b n e r ' s  S o n s , 1 944 ; r e p r i n t e d  1 9 6 7 ) , 
t r a n s l a t e d  by R.M. F re n c h ; p a g e s  8 2 -9 3 )
15Adams, S h a r d ik 3 p .  377 .
16Adams, S h a r d ik 3 p . 376 . The T u g in d a  s u g g e s t s  th e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i th  th e  "m ou ths o f  h e l l , "  and  s h e  u s u a l ly  
sp e a k s  w i th  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h i s  b o o k . K e ld e r e k 's  p a s s a g e  o f  
t h e  s t r e e l s — a c t u a l l y ,  i t  i s  S h a r d i k 's  f o r  K e ld e re k  o n ly  
v i s i t s  t h e i r  e d g e s — r e p r e s e n t s  a  jo u r n e y  to  th e  u n d e rw o rld .
17Adams, S h a r d ik 3 p . 37 4 . The T u g in d a  d o es  n o t  
a c c u s e  K e ld e re k  d i r e c t l y ,  b u t  sh e  im p l ie s  h i s  g u i l t .
18The " m y s te ry  o f  i n i q u i t y "  them e c o n ta in s  th e  assum p­
t i o n  t h a t  some fo rm s o f  e v i l  d e fy  r a t i o n a l  o r  p y s c h o lo g ic a l  
e x p la n a t i o n .  D o e s to y e v sk y  f r e q u e n t l y  w r e s t l e s  w i th  t h i s  
p ro b le m  i n  h i s  n o v e l s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e x p lo r in g  su c h  c h a r ­
a c t e r s  a s  S ta v r o g in  i n  The P o s s e s s e d  and  o ld  K aram azov in  
The B r o th e r s  K aram azov. S h a k e s p e a r e 's  I a g o ,  f o r  w hose 
a c t i o n s  m o st o r d in a r y  e x p la n a t io n s  a r e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  may 
be  a n o th e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .
19M irc e a  E l i a d e ,  R ite s  a n d  S ym b o ls o f  I n i t i a t i o n  (New 
Y ork : H a rp e r  and Row, 1 958 , H a rp e r  T o rch b o o k  e d i t i o n ) ,  t r a r s -
l a t e d  by  W il la r d  T ra s k ,  p . 9 1 . S ee  a l s o  E l i a d e ,  Sham anism 3 
3 3 -3 5 , f o r  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i n i t i a t i o n  p a t t e r n s ;  and 
s e e  th e  p a g e s  fo l lo w in g  t h a t  f o r  e x a m p le s .
20 One o f  my s t u d e n t s ,  who h a s  n o t  r e a d  th e  b o o k , h a s  
a l r e a d y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h i s  im p re s s io n  w as t h a t  th e  c r i t i c s  
had  found  t h a t  Adams had  " f a l l e n  on h i s  f a c e "  i n  t h i s  w o rk .
I t  i s  e a s y  to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  book w i l l  be  l e s s  c o m m e rc ia l­
l y  s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  W a te rsh ip  Down.
21
M irc e a  E l i a d e  t e l l s  u s  i n  The S a c r e d  a n d  th e  P ro fa n e  
t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  them e o f  r e l i g i o u s  i n i t i a t i o n  i s  " G e n e ra ­
t i o n ,  d e a th ,  and r e g e n e r a t io n "  (o r  r e b i r t h ) ,  and t h a t  ex ­
p e r i e n c e s  o f  p s y c h ic  c h a o s  and d e a th  i n  th e  " p r o fa n e "  o r  
n o n - s a c r e d  w o rld  a r e  o f t e n  p r e p a to r y  to  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  r e ­
b i r t h .  The S a c r e d  a n d  th e  P ro fa n e  (New Y ork : H a rc o u r t
B ra c e , 1959; r e p r i n t e d ,  H a rp e r  T o rch  b o o k s , 1 9 6 1 ) , t r a n s ­
l a t e d  by W i l la r d  T ra s k ;  p a g e s ,  1 9 5 -1 9 7 , and i n  f a c t ,  th e  
e n t i r e  l a s t  c h a p te r  h av e  some r e l e v a n c e .
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